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Session Five Recap: Following Jesus on The Way 
Mark 1:16-20; 2:13-17; 6:1-12; 8:27-37; 10:17-52 

Each of the four gospels was wri en for a par cular audience in a 
par cular place under par cular circumstances for a par cular reason 
or set of reasons. Mark’s gospel was probably wri en for a young 
Chris an community in Rome living in a me of persecu on from the 
emperor Nero.   
So, this was a community living in fear of persecu on and facing 
ques ons about what it means to be a Chris an. What does it mean 
to be a follower of Christ when there is a very real possibility of that 
cos ng one’s life?  

The First Disciples (Mark 1:16-20; 2:13-17) 
God’s call comes to all sorts of people, even those hated, despised, or 
feared but welcoming them into the community is necessary even if 
difficult.  

Parables for the Persecuted (Mark 4:1-25) 
The Parable of the Sower explains why some fall away and encourages 
those who persevere. The Parable of the Lamp (4:21-23), in contrast, 
challenges followers of Jesus to go out and be the visible light of the 
world despite persecu on and fear. The Parable of the Mustard Seed 
(4:24-25) is a word to any small, rela vely new, community of 
believers that God works through their weakness to achieve great 
things.  

Apostles Sent (Mark 6:1-13 ) 
They are sent out to oppose what is wrong with the world (“unclean 
spirits”), call them to return to God’s path (repentance), and, by 
bringing God’s healing to people as the prophets foretold, announcing 
the arrival of God’s kingdom reign (6:7-13). 

An Abrupt Ending (Mark 16:8) 
Are you also going to hide in fear, or are you going to take the news 
into your Galilee?   



Session Six: The Crucifixion and Death of Jesus 
Mark 8:31-33; 9:30-32; 10:32-34; 14:12-26  

· Did Jesus have to die?  
· Why did Jesus die?  
· Did he accomplish something by his death? If so, what was it?  
· Does the fact that he died by crucifixion have any significance? 

What could it indicate?  
· Why did God allow Jesus to suffer such a humilia ng death? 
· What does Jesus' death say about sacrifice?  
· What do I sacrifice, if anything, in my Chris an walk?  

Three Predic ons 
Jesus un mely death comes as no surprise in the Gospel of Mark.   

· Mark 8:31-33 
 
· Mark 9:30-32 
 
· Mark 10:32-34 

 

 

 
 
It’s not about the blood. 
 
 
Jesus’ death and its effect  
 
 
 
Three key events of hope:  


