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Session Four Recap: The Parables and Teaching of Jesus 
Mark 4:1-34; 8:27-38; 9:30-32; 10:17-34 

 
Jesus' teachings and stories forced some type of response from 
people. Some mes the reac ons were posi ve; some mes they 
were nega ve. Some mes his own disciples found the message 
empowering, some mes they found it hard and challenging, and 
some mes they were puzzled by it.  
 
Jesus provided personal instruc on to his disciples who had 
already been given “the secret of the kingdom of God” (Mark 
4:11).  

· The “secret of the kingdom of God” was the insight into 
what God's reign meant and how it unfolded.  

· Those who were already following Jesus were well on their 
way to understanding the secret of God’s kingdom.  

 
One of Jesus’ teachings to his disciples is prompted by a 
ques on that (surprisingly) no one had asked Jesus before. It 
comes from a wealthy man who asks, “What must I do to inherit 
eternal life?” (Mark 10:17). Jesus’ answer to him and the 
disciples underscores that the Kingdom of God is not a 
"kingdom" for the powerful in society. 

· What do you make of Jesus' teaching?  
· How do you respond? 
· What teachings are central for contemporary Chris ans?  



Session Five: Following Jesus on The Way 
Mark 1:16‐20; 2:13‐17; 6:1-12; 8:27-37; 10:17-52 

Each of the four gospels was wri en for a par cular audience in a 
par cular place under par cular circumstances for a par cular rea-
son or set of reasons. Mark’s gospel was probably wri en for a 
young Chris an community in Rome living in a me of persecu on 
from the emperor Nero.   
So, this was a community living in fear of persecu on and facing 
ques ons about what it means to be a Chris an. What does it mean 
to be a follower of Christ when there is a very real possibility of that 
cos ng one’s life?  

The First Disciples (Mark 1:16‐20; 2:13-17) 
God’s call comes to all sorts of people, even those hated, despised, or 
feared but welcoming them into the community is necessary even if 
difficult.  

Parables for the Persecuted (Mark 4:1-25) 
How do each of the stories Jesus tells, along with his enacted parable, 
speak to Mark’s first readers and to us? 

Apostles Sent (Mark 6:1-13 ) 
How do the failings of Jesus’ disciples offer hope and encouragement? 

An Abrupt Ending (Mark 16:8) 
How does the unexpected ending to Mark’s Gospel challenge us? 


