
Mark is the shortest of the four Gospels and 90% of its stories 
are found in either Matthew or Luke. A majority of scholars 
believe that Mark was the first of the four Gospels to be written. 
 
Mark is fond of the Greek word euthus, often translated 
“immediately,” which appears 41 times. The word propels the 
narrative forward with such speed and urgency that Mark has 
been called “a Gospel on steroids”! 
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Session Three Recap: The Nature Miracles of Jesus 

Mark 4:35-41; 6:30-44; 6:45-52; 8:1-10; 9:2-8 

Unlike the healings described in the Gospels, Jesus' miraculous 
power over nature did not a ract as much a en on. That’s be-
cause those who witnessed the miracles were, usually, the clos-
est followers of Jesus. 
Select Accounts in Mark of Jesus' Power over Natural Forces: 
· Power and Authority Over Chaos (Mark 4:35-41; 6:45-52) 
· Feeding Stories (Mark 6:30-44; 8:1-10) 
· The Transfigura on (Mark 9:2-8) 
 
Jesus' nature miracles in the Gospel of Mark were not tools for 
evangelism so much as they were a way of reaching those who 
had already begun the journey with Jesus, invi ng (and chal-
lenging!) them to trust God more deeply.  

MIRACLE 
(Merriam-Webster's Collegiate Dictionary, 10th Edition):  

1. An extraordinary event manifesting divine intervention in 
human affairs.  

2. An extremely outstanding or unusual event, thing, or 
accomplishment. 



Session Four: Teachings and Parables 
Mark 4:1-34; 8:27-38; 9:30-32; 10:17-34 

When Jesus spoke to large crowds, he commanded the a en on of 
his listeners.  
· Did he expect faith or trust in his message?  
· Did he expect them to imagine a new way God was working in 

the world?  
· Did he expect his audiences to live by his teachings?  
· Did he tell parables as a way of recrui ng?  

One thing is certain:  
Jesus' stories forced some type of response from people.  

Parable About a Sower (Mark 4:1-9 ) 
Jesus expected members of the audience not only to hear the story, but to 
listen to and obey the story (4:9). But, in 4:10-20 we read that Jesus had to 
explain this parable to the disciples. 

It’s a Secret!? (Mark 4:10-12) 
What’s the mystery? 
 
 
What’s with the harsh words of 4:12? 

Another Sower Story (Mark 4:26-29 ) 
This a parable about . . . 

A Question Never Asked Before (Mark 10:17-31) 
It confronts head-on the rela onship between status and following Jesus. 


