
Mark is the shortest of the four Gospels and 90% of its stories 
are found in either Matthew or Luke. A majority of scholars 
believe that Mark was the first of the four Gospels to be written. 
 
Mark is fond of the Greek word euthus, often translated 
“immediately,” which appears 41 times. The word propels the 
narrative forward with such speed and urgency that Mark has 
been called “a Gospel on steroids”! 
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Session Two Recap: The Healings of Jesus 
Mark 2:1-12; 3:1-6; 5:1-20; 5:21-43; 6:53-56;  
7:24-30; 7:31-37; 8:22-26; 9:14-29; 10:46-52 

 

 

 
In the biblical narra ves, healings were usually about something more 
than the healings themselves.  

While the accounts in the Gospel of Mark portray Jesus as a healer, a 
closer reading reveals other ma ers related to the healing such as the 
effect upon the individual and even the wider community.  
· Never in Mark (or in any of the other three Gospels) does anyone 

confessing Jesus as God's Son or Messiah a er a healing. 
· There are no explicit stories in the Gospel of Mark where sin is  

given as the reason for a malady. 
· Faith is o en described as part of the process (see Mark 5:34; 

10:52), but it is not always the faith of the individual that was 
men oned. There are also a number of healings in which no faith 
is men oned at all (see Mark 1:30-31; 3:5).  

· Suffering should not isolate anyone or should we come to any 
conclusions about a person’s sin or faith. 

 
How might we par cipate in God's ac ve healing  

of the world's brokenness? 

Healing is the restoration of something  
that has been damaged. 



Session Three: The Nature Miracles of Jesus 
Mark 4:35-41; 6:30-44; 6:45-52; 8:1-10; 9:2-8 

Miracle 
· An extraordinary event manifesting divine intervention in 

human affairs.  
· An extremely outstanding or unusual event, thing, or  

accomplishment. 
Merriam-Webster.com Dic onary, s.v. “miracle,” accessed September 22, 
2022, h ps://www.merriam-webster.com/dic onary/miracle.  

Unlike the healings described in the Gospels, 
Jesus' miraculous power over nature did not 
attract much attention. That’s because those 
who witnessed the miracles were usually his 
closest followers. 

Power and Authority Over Chaos (Mark 4:35-41; 6:45-52) 
Both demonstra ons of Jesus’ authority over wind and waves were 
witnessed only by those in his closest circle (and readers of the Gospel). 

Feeding Stories (Mark 6:30-44; 8:1-10) 
In both stories Jesus not only feeds the crowds; he involves his disciples in 
the feeding.  

Transfiguration (Mark 9:2-8) 
No event in Mark equals the Transfigura on in terms of revealing Jesus' true 
iden ty.  

Jesus' nature miracles in the Gospel of Mark were not tools for 
evangelism so much as they were a way of reaching those who had 
already begun the journey with Jesus, invi ng (and challenging!) 
them to trust God more deeply. 


