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The Greek term for the noun “honour” (timē) appears 41x throughout the New Testament. 

The verb form of the word appears 21x. 
 

In Greek, “honour” is used to describe or attribute great value to something. 
• The higher the “honour,” the higher the price of something. 
• It is also the word used to attribute high status to someone or thing. 
• And sometimes honour speaks to the recognition someone deserves. 

 
Honour and dishonour were the main means of social control in the ancient Mediterranean 
world. 

Society upheld its values by rewarding those who embodied those values with greater 
degrees of honour. 

 
Jesus warned his disciples that identification with him would lower the estimation of their 
neighbours: 

Blessed are you when people hate you, when they exclude you and insult you and reject 
your name as evil, because of the Son of Man. (Luke 6:22) 
 
The student is not above the teacher . . .. If the head of the house has been called 
Beelzebul, how much more the members of his household! (Matthew 10:24-25) 

 
Throughout Asia Minor and Greece, Gentile Christians experienced the social pressure of their 
non-Christian neighbors. 

Remember those earlier days after you had received the light, when you endured in a 
great conflict full of suffering. Sometimes you were publicly exposed to insult and 
persecution; at other times you stood side by side with those who were so treated. You 
suffered along with those in prison and joyfully accepted the confiscation of your 
property, because you knew that you yourselves had better and lasting possessions. 
(Hebrews 10:32-34) 

 
The Christian community of the 1st century insulated itself against the desire for honour and 
from the disapproval from their non-Christian friends and neighbours by embracing a divergent 
portrait of honour. 

• Honour is depicted as the outcome of a life of faithfulness and loyalty to Jesus and 
obedience to his teachings and example (Mt 10:32-33; Jn 12:26; 2 Tim 4:7-8). 

• Believers are urged to encourage and honour one another as these embody the 
attributes of Christian discipleship (Phil 2:29-30; 1 Thess 5:12-13; Heb 10:24-25). 

 
 
What do we regard as honourable? 
Whose opinion matters most to us? 
Who are our role models? 
How might we plant Christ-honouring values in our heart? 
 

We have been incorporated into a community  
with new, different, and better standards for honour. 
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