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In the In the third chapterthird chapter of the book that bears his name, Jonah travels into the capital of the Assyrian Empire of the book that bears his name, Jonah travels into the capital of the Assyrian Empire
and begins to preach: “Forty more days and Nineveh will be overthrown.” (and begins to preach: “Forty more days and Nineveh will be overthrown.” (3:43:4).).

Against all expectations, the powerful city of Nineveh put on sackcloth — a sign of massAgainst all expectations, the powerful city of Nineveh put on sackcloth — a sign of mass
repentance.repentance.
The Hebrew word for “repent” (The Hebrew word for “repent” (shubshub — to turn) occurs four times in  — to turn) occurs four times in verses 8–10verses 8–10, and that is the, and that is the
central message of the third chapter.central message of the third chapter.

Nineveh is a metropolis full of wickedness and violence, but the city matters to the Lord, especially whenNineveh is a metropolis full of wickedness and violence, but the city matters to the Lord, especially when
its inhabitants turn away from evil.its inhabitants turn away from evil.

In In chapter 4chapter 4 of the book of Jonah, the all-too-human prophet again fluctuates between noble and ignoble of the book of Jonah, the all-too-human prophet again fluctuates between noble and ignoble
attitudes and actions.attitudes and actions.

Jonah certainly knows about God’s love, but the Lord and Jonah must continue the dialogue forJonah certainly knows about God’s love, but the Lord and Jonah must continue the dialogue for
the reluctant prophet to understand why God is pardoning rather than punishing Nineveh.the reluctant prophet to understand why God is pardoning rather than punishing Nineveh.
The challenge for every person who has heard or read the closing chapter of the book of JonahThe challenge for every person who has heard or read the closing chapter of the book of Jonah
comes in the question “What right do you have to be angry?”comes in the question “What right do you have to be angry?”

God’s question to Jonah in God’s question to Jonah in 4:4 and 4:94:4 and 4:9 is God’s challenge to us as well. is God’s challenge to us as well.

The answer to the question is not hard.The answer to the question is not hard.
But it may be unpleasant to those who have always expected God to take sides.But it may be unpleasant to those who have always expected God to take sides.

What God did was right.What God did was right.

No one — including Jonah who argues passionately for the great worth of a single plant —has theNo one — including Jonah who argues passionately for the great worth of a single plant —has the
right to doubt the appropriateness of God’s finding worth in Nineveh.right to doubt the appropriateness of God’s finding worth in Nineveh.

What right does Jonah have to be angry?What right does Jonah have to be angry?

What right do we have to be angry that God should bless people, groups, institutions, nations whoWhat right do we have to be angry that God should bless people, groups, institutions, nations who
have done nothing to deserve such blessing?have done nothing to deserve such blessing?
Can we ever rightly resent — let alone denounce — the grace of God shown to any of the world’sCan we ever rightly resent — let alone denounce — the grace of God shown to any of the world’s
nations or peoples, oppressed or oppressor, peace-loving or war-making?nations or peoples, oppressed or oppressor, peace-loving or war-making?

Every one of us may have some Jonah in us.Every one of us may have some Jonah in us.

We need to reflect on the questions God asks, including the final, specific, “Should I not beWe need to reflect on the questions God asks, including the final, specific, “Should I not be
concerned with Nineveh?” (concerned with Nineveh?” (4:114:11).).
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That question is how the book of Jonah ends.That question is how the book of Jonah ends.

We are left with a cliff-hanger, and we must decide our own ending for the story, to search ourWe are left with a cliff-hanger, and we must decide our own ending for the story, to search our
souls and see if we can view grace and forgiveness as God does.souls and see if we can view grace and forgiveness as God does.
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